Summing Up
helpful, but an understanding husband can sometimes do more for
his wife than anybody else.
Wives need to understand the more direct and more easily
aroused sex drive of the male. In one sense, sexual intercourse might
be said to represent an act of aggression on the part of the husband,
an act of submission on the part of the wife. Although she may par-
ticipate actively in the love-making, generally speaking the young
wife's role is to be seductive and alluring while her husband's role is
to lead. The male is expected to possess a greater degree of aggres-
siveness than the female in our society, and herein lies another im-
portant difference between the two sexes,
Out of this difference there often arises a situation which has per-
plexed and distressed many women. Husband and wife engage in a
violent quarrel. At the conclusion of the angry scene, the husband
desires intercourse. To him love-rnaking would wipe out the mem-
ory of the quarrel. To his wife such a solution is unthinkable. The
memory of the quarrel must be expiated, perhaps over a period of
days, before she is in a loving mood. She interprets her husband's
reaction as crude, vulgar, almost insulting, as was illustrated ia sev-
eral of the cases previously mentioned.
The explanation of the two sharply contrasted attitudes is quite
simple. The increase ia male aggressiveness produced by the quar-
rel has made him more ready for sexual intercourse, while the in-
crease in her aggressiveness occurring in the same conflict has ef-
fected the opposite result, making her less ready. Awareness of this
biological difference should lead to concessions on both sides.
Just as wives should understand the more direct, easily aroused
masculine sex drive, men should remember that most womea need
to be wooed and won whenever they come together f or intercourse.
Too many husbands step preliminary overtures and rush through to
the final act only to wonder why their wives axe uarespoosive to
them. Other men, who pride themselves on being good sexual part-
ners and are eager to make sure their wives enjoy intercourse as
much as they themselves do, need to learn there are occasions when